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Introduction
California Lawyers for the Arts
by
ALMA ROBINSON*
In the midst of a national debate about freedom of expression, art/
law organizations and advocates used the Third National Volunteer
Lawyers for the Arts conference to discuss strategies for strengthening
the arts during the next decade. In the context of public debates about
funding the arts and freedom of expression, the conference gave partici-
pants a timely opportunity to look at new approaches to art law.
Specific strategies for the Nineties emerged-paradoxically, the arts
community is being challenged to develop appropriate means of increas-
ing self-sufficiency while becoming more interdependent. Art/law advo-
cates recognize that collaborative strategies must be developed to share
resources, thereby using limited funding more efficiently and increasing
communication between otherwise isolated entities. Organizations that
find ways to share limited resources will enlarge their constituencies and
broaden their support bases, thus becoming more effective in promoting
artists' rights.
Service organizations, which are sparingly funded in many areas of
the country, may find it efficient to develop program initiatives with
others to share resources, personnel, and experience. Many agencies
serving the art community have reacted defensively and competitively in
an environment of diminishing public support. The challenge is upon us
to find new ways to work together to ensure that the arts continue to
thrive in today's society.
The arts community rightly expects art/law organizations to pro-
vide direction and public education on the fundamental issues challeng-
ing the survival of the arts. The narrow mission of a legal services
program for the arts could limit an organization to providing a compe-
tent legal referral service. But if an issue confronting an artist or group is
in fact a systemic challenge to the whole constituency, such as the threat
to public funding of the arts or the lack of affordable housing, art/law
organizations must confront the challenge squarely and develop the re-
sources to meet it.
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